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ableness of Railway Rates would mostly be welcomed by the public 
if only the companies could be induced to accept them. Many a 
belated passenger would be glad of a rebate on his fare propor- 
tioned to the lateness of his train; and really fast freight at mod- 
erate charges would be a boon to a great many business men. The 
last half of the final chapter on The Proper Regulation of Railway 
Service, is the part of the whole book which will command the 
most of serious attention. Here, after the familiar argument 
against the ownership of the roads by the government, Mr. Haines 
outUnes his plan of wise regulation. It includes the cooperation 
of the American Railway Association with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission and a few strict general limitations upon the 
expansive activities of the corporations. 

It does not appear that Mr. Haines has brought out a great deal 
that is new in his latest railway book; but what he has said must 
have been extremely pleasant to hear in his lectures. 

Wesleyan University. Willaed C. Fisher. 

Railway Problems. By W. Z. Ripley, Professor of Economics 
in Harvard University. (Boston: Ginn and Company, 1907. 
Pp. xxxii, 686. $2.25). 

A collection of papers and Interstate Commerce Commission 
decisions such as is contained in Professor Ripley's Railway Prob- 
lems was much needed by advanced students of transportation 
both within and without university halls. In an introduction of 
twenty-four pages a brief but excellent analytical statement of the 
railway problem is made by Professor Ripley, then follow five his- 
torical and theoretical papers well known to those acquainted 
with transportation literature. The main body of the work is 
devoted to reprinting, in a more or less abbreviated form, impor- 
tant decisions of the Interstate Commerce Commission dealing 
with the various problems of rate regulation. Everybody will be 
grateful to Professor Ripley for including in the book two of his 
own excellent essays, one on the Trunk Line Rate System and the 
other on Economic Waste in Transportation. The later chapters 
of the volume contain Prof. B. H. Meyer's History of the Northern 
Securities Company; Prof. F. H. Dixon's paper on The Interstate 
Commerce Act as Amended in 1906; Dr. A. D. Adam's discussion on 
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Reasonable Rates; a selection from Dr. H. S. Smalley's discussion, 
of The Doctrine of Judicial Review; Dr. S. J. McLean's account 
of The English Railway and Canal Commission of 1888; Mr. W. 
H. Buckler's discussion on Railway Regulation in France, and 
lastly, a short paper by Prof. B. H. Meyer on Railroad Ownership 
in Germany. 

As Professor Ripley states in the preface to the volume, "the 
book is not intended to be used alone in the conduct of courses, but 
in connection with some standard treatise upon the economics of 
transportation." Thus used the book will be of great assistance. 
It will also prove a valuable part of every working library on the 
subject of transportation. ^^^^^ ^ Johnson. 

University of Pennsylvania. 

The Working of the Railroads. By Logan G. McPherson, Lec- 
turer on Transportation at Johns Hopkins University. (New 
York: Henry Holt and Company, 1907. Pp. viii, 273. $1.50 
net). 

The author approaches the subject as a railroad man and brings 
to the discussion of it that intimate knowledge of details which 
experience and observation in the railroad service alone can afford. 
He presents to the reader a primer which shall give, as he says, ' ' an 
accurate conception of the underlying principles of railroad prac- 
tice." The work consists essentially of the lectures delivered by 
the author in the course on Transportation at Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity. It is therefore as a text-book that this work should be 
considered, though the form in which it is presented would hardly 
lead one to so regard it. The table of contents contains the brief- 
est possible titles of the eight chapters, and the text is unbroken by 
paragraph or section numerals or any of the familiar devices 
which make reference easy in such books. There is not a footnote 
or reference to be found on any of its pages and the brief bibliog- 
raphy at the back of the book contains merely the titles of a few 
well known books and magazines with nothing to indicate whether 
they were or were not consulted by the author in the preparation 
of his chapters. 

The first five chapters treat of The Transportation Function, 
Construction and Operation; Traffic, Accounting and Statistics, 



